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off? This would not be to reason from one kind of
substantive reality to another, but to draw from
something which has no reality except in reference
to something else, conclusions applicable to that
which is the only substantive reality. Mind, (or
whatever name we give to what is implied in con-
sciousness of a continued series of feelings) is in a
philosophical point of view the only reality of which
we have any evidence; and no analogy can be recog-
nized or comparison made between it and other
realities because there are no other known realities
to compare it with. That is quite consistent with
its being perishable; but the question whether it is
so or not is res intepra, untouched by any of the
results of human knowledge and experience. The
case is one of those very rare cases in which there is
really a total absence of evidence on either side, and
in which the absence of evidence for the affirmative
does not, as in so many cases it does, create a strong
presumption in favour of the negative.

The belief, however, in human immortality, in the
minds of mankind generally, is probably not grounded
on any scientific arguments either physical or meta-
physical, but on foundations with most minds much
stronger, namely on one hand the disagreeableness of
giving up existence, (to those at least to whom it has
hitherto been pleasant) and on the other the general
traditions of mankind. The natural tendency "of